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We’ll Come United plans following the strategy meeting +++ 18 April in the border 

triangle between France, Switzerland and Germany: demonstration for borderless 

solidarity +++ 10–12 April in Erfurt: Preparatory conference by “widersetzen” 

against the AfD party conference in July +++ 25 April in Berlin: Africa Unite – a pan-

African conference +++ 5 May in Frankfurt: Book launch of “No Border lasts forever” 

and mobilisation against deportations +++ Return Hubs – the new “Return Regulati-

on” +++ Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social Rights: Freedom for Saadia Mosbah 

+++ New investigation by Border Forensics on the English Channel: How ‘Stopping 

the Boats’ kills +++ New book from Ljubljana: The Balkan Corridor – 10 Years After +

++ New video marking 10 years of the Summer of Migration at trans-border.net +++ 

Review: 28 March in Valletta: Protest action marking 7 years of criminalisation of 

the El Hiblu 3 +++ Outlook: 30 May at Frankfurt Airport against deportations; 12–14 

June in Jena: Entgrenzt – first lawyers’ migration law conference; 12–14 June in Of-

fenbach: Right to the City Forum; 17–19 June in Hamburg: Youth without Borders at 

the Conference of Interior Ministers; 4 July in Erfurt: ‘Resist’ against the AfD party 

conference; 4–8 August in Cotonou, Benin: World Social Forum  

Dear friends.

80 activists, delegations from 15 cities, plenary sessi-

ons and working groups in 6 languages: We’ll Come 

United’s exchange and strategy meeting in Darmstadt 

in early March 2026 exceeded our own expectations. 

Important agreements were reached regarding joint 

mobilisations and decentralised actions. There were 

in-depth internal discussions, including on challenges 

in the processes of self-organisation. Furthermore, 

the refaced website and the newly published book 

provide a collective framework for further stabilising 

or even expanding the germanwide network with its transnational connections in the co-

ming months.

There will be a greater need than ever for reliable structures within transnational net-

works as the next wave of attacks on the rights of refugees and migrants looms this year, 

with the introduction of CEAS and return hubs, alongside the EU-wide tightening of mi-



gration controls. Far-right and fascist parties and organisations are emulating the ICE 

model from the US, whilst the supposed firewalls have already degenerated into mere 

decorative hedges.

In a transnational context, we would like to recommend two 

recent publications. Firstly, friends from Ljubljana have 

published a comprehensive book: „The Balkan Corridor – 10 

Years After“. Secondly, Border Forensics has published an in-

depth study on the deadly developments in the English 

Channel: „How ‘Stopping the Boats’ Kills…“. Secondly, two 

further comments on the situation in Italy: Meloni suffered a 

heavy defeat in the referendum on so-called judicial reform 

on 22–23 March, which is likely to have repercussions beyond 

this vote. And a few days later, on 28 March 2026, – in paral-

lel with the No Kings mobilisations in the US – over 100,000 

people took part in a mass demonstration 

in Rome against the post-fascist 

government. The central mobilisation 

slogan here was: “Together Against Kings 

and Their Wars”.

In this spirit with solidarity greetings, 

the Kompass crew
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DATES AND INFORMATION FOR APRIL 2026

WE’LL COME UNITED PLANS FOLLOWING THE STRATEGY MEETING  

Up to 80 activists from 15 cities ga-

thered in Darmstadt from 6 to 8 

March 2026 for a We'll Come United 

exchange and strategy meeting. On-

ce again, it became clear that the 

germanwide network is an important 

point of reference for both old and 

new local/regional groups. The trans-

lation of the plenary sessions and workshops into up to six languages highlights the di-

versity of our network.

A decentralised chain of action was discussed and agreed upon for 2026, in which local 

and regional mobilisations in the coming months will be interconnected in accordance 

with the respective conditions: through joint promotion on the new WCU website (see 

calendar) and on social media, through joint materials, and through delegation visits and 

meetings in which the WCU network will be presented and experiences and challenges of 

continuous self-organisation will be discussed. The WCU book, which will be published in 

March 2026 and presented for the first time at the Leipzig Book Fair, should also contri-

bute to this.

Several workshops were also held, in which, on the one hand, it was decided that WCU 

would participate in mobilising the ‘widersetzen’ alliance on 4 July 2026 against the AfD 

party conference in Erfurt. WCU will be visible there with its own block and its own de-

mands. On the other hand, there were important internal discussions about experiences 

with ‘swarming,’ i.e., visits and mobilisations of refugees in isolated camps, key issues of 

self-organisation, as well as contradictions within migrant communities and within the 

network in view of wars in more and more countries of origin. There was also an ex-

change about the successful regularisation campaign in Spain and what we can learn 

from it. The newly designed WCU website was also presented, which is now being conti-

nuously updated and further developed. And an enlarged group was formed to take care 

of consolidating and expanding the use of social media.

All participants enjoyed an inspiring weekend, during which networking processes were 

deepened, new contacts were made and many concrete plans and ideas were developed 

to continue the joint struggle for freedom of movement and equal social rights.

THE REPORT ALSO HERE: 

HTTPS://WWW.WELCOME-UNITED.ORG/ARTICLES/3SQTYEF8LQCD8BQMAZFCPA  

FURTHER INFORMATION: HTTPS://WWW.WELCOME-UNITED.ORG/ 
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18 APRIL IN THE BORDER TRIANGLE BETWEEN FRANCE, SWITZERLAND AND GER-
MANY: DEMONSTRATION FOR BORDERLESS SOLIDARITY

“Groups from the border triangle are calling for a pro-

test action at the borders of Switzerland, France and 

Germany. We oppose the deadly policies of the 

European asylum system and campaign for a world in 

which people can move freely. We live in the border 

triangle, both within and beyond national borders. We 

are people with and without passports. Our solidarity 

unites us. With the reform of the Common European 

Asylum System (CEAS), which comes into force on 12 

June 2026, the right to asylum for refugees is being 

fundamentally undermined at every level. The EU 

countries – including Switzerland – are pursuing a policy of sealing off that deprives 

people of their rights and forces them into irregularity. The individual right to asylum is 

being undermined by regulations, and refugees are being held in detention centres at 

the EU’s external borders for months. Within the countries themselves, too, more and 

more grounds for detaining refugees are being created. European countries, through 

their companies and banks, are complicit in causing war, destruction and the root causes 

of flight. That is why, on 18 April 2026, we will take to the streets together for a society 

based on solidarity, for the right to freedom of movement and against violence at the 

borders!…”

HTTPS://WWW.AKTIONBLEIBERECHT.DE/AUFRUF-3LD/ 

10–12 APRIL IN ERFURT: PREPARATORY CONFERENCE BY “WIDERSETZEN” AGAINST 
THE AFD PARTY CONFERENCE IN JULY

The AfD has announced that its next national party conference will take place in Erfurt 

on 4 and 5 July. We want to make our own defiant and resistant contribution to keeping 

the AfD out of power. Our focus will be on actions against this AfD national party confe-

rence. At a major conference from 10 to 12 April, we want to plan our strategies and ac-

tions for 2026 together.

MORE INFORMATION HERE: HTTPS://WIDERSETZEN.COM/ 

25. APRIL IN BERLIN: AFRICA UNITE – A PAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE 

„Dear friends and comrades,

We would love to have you join us at our conference ‘Africa 

Unite’ on 25 April at Zwille TU Berlin! Starting at 11 a.m.| 

Fasanenstr. 1 | 10623 Berlin-Charlottenburg

"Africa Unite" is a full-day networking event with panel dis-

cussions, stalls, food, and a concert and party with DJs in the 

evening. This is our first pilot project – and we would like to 

make it a regular event. (…)
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The aim of the event is to exchange information, get to know each other and build 

networks for the joint struggles of diaspora communities against European imperialism 

and neocolonial structures.

‘The main enemy is in our own country’: Germany is an imperialist centre with headquar-

ters and offices of institutions, banks, transnational corporations and the arms industry. 

Here we can fight the ‘Western’ structures of exploitation together…“

CONTACT: AFRICAUNITE@SYSTEMLI.ORG  

IG: AFRICAUNITE.BERLIN  

5 MAY IN FRANKFURT: BOOK LAUNCH OF “NO BORDER LASTS FOREVER” AND MO-
BILISATION AGAINST DEPORTATIONS 

We’ll Come United – Book launch 

and announcement of an upcoming 

action at the Studierendenhaus in 

Bockenheim

“No border lasts forever – Refugee 

Resistance and the Rise of the Far 

Right” is the title of a newly publis-

hed book produced by the german-

wide network We’ll Come United. 

The focus is on self-organised resi-

stance against deportations and exclusion, as well as transnational solidarity structures 

in the struggle for human rights.

We’ll Come United Rhein-Main is calling for a regional demonstration on Saturday, 30 

May 2026, at Terminal 1 of Frankfurt Airport to protest at this crime scene against the 

brutalisation of deportations.

THE NEW BOOK AND THIS ACTION WILL BE PRESENTED TOGETHER ON 5 MAY.

IN STUDIERENDENHAUS IN FRANKFURT-BOCKENHEIM, START AT 6:30 P.M.

FURTHER INFORMATION: HTTPS://WWW.WELCOME-UNITED.ORG/ 

RETURN HUBS – THE NEW “RETURN REGULATION”

Pro Asyl: 

“On Thursday, 26 March, the European Parliament voted on the new ‘Return Regulation’. 

This regulation provides for severe infringements of human rights: deportation centres 

outside the EU, even for children, and long or even indefinite periods of detention for 

those seeking protection.

The agreement in the relevant EU Committee on Home Affairs was reached partly 

through collaboration with the far right. Behind the scenes, negotiations even took place 

with an AfD MEP: there is no longer any trace of the much-cited ‘firewall’…

Christian Jacob in Taz:

Deportations without limits thanks to ‘return hubs’
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The European Parliament has voted on a new return law. Conservatives and the far right 

want to give member states a free hand in this regard. The Return Regulation is intended 

to make it easier to remove people required to leave – primarily rejected asylum seekers, 

but also people who are not allowed or do not wish to go through the asylum process – 

from the EU. And, where possible, even if they cannot be deported to their own country 

of origin. To this end, measures include tightening reporting requirements, expanding 

detention options and restricting legal remedies.

Above all, however, it is intended to make it easier to deport people to third countries. In 

October 2024, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen (CDU) proposed 

the establishment of so-called ‘return hubs’ as an ‘innovative approach to combating ille-

gal migration’. In practice, the return hubs are likely to be detention centres outside the 

EU, to which people, whom the EU wishes to remove, are taken for an indefinite period. 

In March 2025, she presented a draft of the return regulation, and in December 2025, the 

EU interior ministers gave their approval. (…)

At the EU interior ministers’ meeting in January in Nicosia, Cyprus, Germany, Austria, 

Denmark, the Netherlands and Greece set up a working group to prepare the return 

hubs. Possible agreements with third countries are expected to be in place as early as 

2026, said Interior Minister Alexander Dobrindt (CSU). The return hubs should “ideally be 

established in African states that would be prepared to take in rejected asylum seekers”, 

said Greek Migration Minister Thanos Plevris. …“

ARTICLES IN GERMAN: 

HTTPS://TAZ.DE/KONSERVATIV-RECHTE-ASYLPOLITIK/!6166095/ 

HTTPS://TAZ.DE/EU-ASYLPOLITIK/!6166184/ 

TUNISIAN FORUM FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS: 
FREEDOM FOR SAADIA MOSBAH

„On the evening of Thursday, March 19, the 

Court of First Instance in Tunis issued sho-

cking and unjust verdicts in the so-called 

“Mnemty” Association case. Activist Saadia 

Mosbah—who has been detained for 681 

days—is being prosecuted alongside eight 

other activists from the association who 

remain free, solely for their legitimate work 

in combating racism and hate speech.

The court sentenced Saadia Mosbah to eight years of immediate imprisonment, while 

the other activists received sentences ranging from one to three years. This ruling re-

presents a serious blow to the principles of justice and the freedom of civic action.

Despite the defense team’s strong and well-founded arguments, which clearly exposed 

serious legal violations and the absence of evidence supporting the charges, these ver-

dicts were delivered in blatant disregard for the fundamental principles of a fair trial.

Saadia Mosbah’s arrest must also be understood within a broader context, where narrati-

ves are being used to justify unjust policies aligned with European Union migration con-
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trol agendas—policies that risk turning Tunisia into a hostile environment for migrants 

and for those who stand in solidarity with them, effectively contributing to the externali-

zation of European border control…"

MORE INFO HERE: 

HTTPS://FTDES.NET/EN/FREEDOM-FOR-SAADIA-MOSBAH-NO-TO-RACISM-IN-ALL-ITS-FORMS/ 

NEW INVESTIGATION BY BORDER FORENSICS ON THE ENGLISH CHANNEL: HOW 
‘STOPPING THE BOATS’ KILLS…

„How ‘stopping the boats’ kills presents 

findings from a year-long collaborative 

investigation by researchers at the ESRC 

Centre for Sociodigital Futures at the Uni-

versity of Bristol, and Border Forensics, 

an independent research agency based in 

Geneva, Switzerland. The report demons-

trates how the UK government’s ‘Stop 

the Boats’ policies, and over £625 million given to the French to prevent departures, have 

directly contributed to a sharp rise in deaths of people attempting to cross the Channel 

in so-called small boats.

Drawing on data from migrant solidarity activists in northern France, French coastguard 

records, and UK Home Office transparency data, this investigation identifies a dramatic 

surge in fatal incidents beginning Summer 2023. Crucially, this rise in deaths came as 

the numbers of dinghies and people arriving to the UK fell, and despite an increase in 

aerial surveillance and maritime search-and-rescue capacity.

Geospatial analysis showed these increased deaths occurred closer to French shores, and 

interviews with activists and migrants revealed them to be the result of new deadly me-

chanisms: extreme overcrowding, resulting in people being crushed inside of dinghies, 

and chaotic launches, often in the midst of violent police interventions to prevent de-

partures. The entangled effects of three border policing practices behind these mecha-

nisms are examined in detail in the report:

—1—‚Upstream’ anti-smuggling measures and supply-chain disruption: International 

cooperation has reduced the availability of dinghies and other materials needed for 

small boat journeys, leading facilitators to source larger and lower quality inflatables 

which are increasingly overcrowded. Anti-smuggling measures have also reduced the op-

portunities for under-resourced groups to organise their own journeys—strengthening 

the hold of professionalised smugglers on the market—and fuelled competition for pla-

ces onboard.

—2—Expanded aerial surveillance: Although framed primarily in terms of supporting 

search and rescue operations, analysis of flight tracks and state documentation showed 

most aerial surveillance of the Channel is focused on coordinating police patrols on the 

ground, and gathering data and intelligence for prosecutions. By enabling faster detecti-

on and police intervention, surveillance has contributed to overcrowding and the advent 

of new dangerous tactics for small boat departures.
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—3— Increased police activity on the French coast: The ever larger numbers of police 

on the French coast, funded by the UK, has altered the geography of small boat departu-

res, and driven the adoption of the ‘taxi boats’ which present greater risks for travellers 

who must board dinghies already afloat. Police’s violent tactics, especially the use of riot 

control weapons such as tear-gas, stun grenades, and rubber bullets, have also directly 

endangered travellers and led to panics, crushes, and people drowning in shallow waters.

The report demonstrates how these border policing practices, which authorities claim 

‘save lives’ by preventing crossing attempts, have amplified the risks facing people com-

pelled to make illegalised journeys to reach the UK. It also shows that British and French 

officials knew, or ought to have known, the deadly consequences of their policies.

Decades of increased security and policing at the UK’s externalised border have not en-

ded illegalised journeys and, despite being a political priority since 2019, small boat jour-

neys have not stopped. As this report shows, greater enforcement has not only failed to 

achieve its stated objective, but led to more deaths in the Channel. Whether this reality 

can be recognised by policy-makers and prompt a fundamental reassessment of UK bor-

der externalisation remains an open question. For now, as the next phase of bilateral co-

operation for 2026-29 is set to begin, the UK government appears determined to conti-

nue using large payments to leverage the French to adopt ever riskier tactics to police its 

border, regardless of the human costs….“

FULL REPORT HERE: HTTPS://WWW.BORDERFORENSICS.ORG/INVESTIGATIONS/CHANNEL/ 

NEW BOOK FROM LJUBLJANA: THE BALKAN CORRIDOR – 10 YEARS AFTER

Published by 

Inštitut Časopis za kritiko znanosti Ulica talcev 2, IOOO Ljubljana 

www.ckz.si  

From the editorial introduction:

„…The European border regime, and with it the Balkan 

route, is a tool for maintaining the existing capitalist re-

lations that drive masses of people to seek safety and a 

decent life abroad, despite travel restrictions. Irregular 

migrants are a fundamental reality of global inequality, 

as reflected in the unequal distribution of the right to 

movement. It is precisely the restriction of the right to 

movement that creates a situation of lawlessness, enab-

ling extreme forms of exploitation in the fields of Italy 

and Spain and on construction sites, in slaughterhouses, 

and in factories across Europe. However, every now and 

then, the circumstances of these relationships lead to mass movements that even border 

regimes are unable to contain. One such event was the long summer of migration in 

2015 and the subsequent formation of the Balkan corridor, when the European border 

regime was temporarily suspended and over a million people entered Europe irregularly. 

This year marks a decade since this event irrevocably changed the movement of people 

and perceptions of migration among the European public and politicians. While irregular 
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migration was more of a crime story before 2015, today it is at the forefront of political 

debate, with politicians competing with promises on who will provide more deportati-

ons. The challenges faced by migrants in their efforts to improve their chances of regula-

risation are also at the forefront, as demonstrated by the Spanish citizens' initiative to 

regularise half a million irregular migrants in 2024. In Slovenia, a recent example of this is 

the introduction of the possibility for asylum seekers to transition to migrant worker sta-

tus. 

Irregular migration on the Balkan route dates back well before the corridor period, but it 

seems that the period of mass movements in 2015 and the subsequent formation and 

closure of the internationally organised corridor in March 2016 represent a point of no 

return in the perception of migration and the course of migration movements in the Bal-

kans. In the years following the closure of the corridor, countries introduced practices of 

brutal police violence, intending to implement deterrence policies. While at the same 

time, it was precisely these violent police practices and state crimes that became points 

of political mobilisation, bringing together local civic initiatives and people on the move 

in the struggle for an equal and just society. 

To reflect on what the years 2015 and 2016 represent and how border regimes, the mo-

vement of people, and the political organisation of the migrant struggles have changed 

over the last ten years, we have prepared this issue of the Journal for the Critique of Sci-

ence…“

LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION AND DOWNLOAD: 

HTTPS://CKZ.SI/EN/PUBLICATIONS/JOURNALS/295-THE-BALKAN-CORRIDOR-10-YEARS-AFTER?

__GOAWAY_CHALLENGE=META-

REFRESH&__GOAWAY_ID=3F4C93F1A30872D1F4910E0496162606&__GOAWAY_REFERER=HTTPS%3A%2F

%2FCKZ.SI%2FPUBLIKACIJE%2FREVIJE%2F295-BALKANSKI-KORIDOR-10-LET-POZNEJE  

HTTPS://TRANS-BORDER.NET/INDEX.PHP/THE-BALKAN-CORRIDOR-10-YEARS-AFTER/  

NEW VIDEO MARKING 10 YEARS OF 
THE SUMMER OF MIGRATION AT 
TRANS-BORDER.NET

A 17-minute summary video featuring 

interviews with activists along the Bal-

kan route about their experiences in the 

summer of 2015. 

THE VIDEO IS RIGHT AT THE BOTTOM:

HTTPS://TRANS-BORDER.NET/INDEX.PHP/

CHAIN-OF-ACTION-2025/10-YEARS-VIDEOS/ 
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REVIEW

28 MARCH IN VALLETTA: PROTEST ACTION MARKING 7 YEARS OF CRIMINALISATI-
ON OF THE EL HIBLU 3

To mark the 7th anniversary of the crimi-

nalisation of the El Hiblu 3 in Malta, a 7-

hour protest took place in a public squa-

re in Valletta, with a different thematic 

focus for each year. The event was orga-

nised and hosted by the Coalition for El 

Hiblu 3 and featured a press conference 

and contributions from various Maltese 

human rights organisations as well as transnational networks supporting People on the 

Move.

THE CALL TO ACTION, AND SOON REPORTS, SPEECHES AND PHOTOS, CAN BE FOUND HERE:

HTTPS://ELHIBLU3COALITION.ORG/  

OUTLOOK

30 MAY AT FRANKFURT AIRPORT AGAINST DEPORTATIONS

“Welcome United Rhein/Main is calling for a demonstration at Frankfurt Airport on 30 

May 2026 at 2 pm in Terminal 1

A third of all deportations from Germany take place via Frankfurt Airport. In 2025, there 

were just about 20,000 deportations by air, 7,700 of which were via Frankfurt Airport. 

More than 5,000 deportations took place to other European countries under the Dublin 

Regulation.

The pressure to deport is mounting; the authorities are using the decline in arrivals to re-

ject asylum applications more quickly and are focusing on increasing deportation figures. 

With the introduction of the CEAS reform (Common European Asylum System reform), 

the problem will become even more acute.

The new Terminal 3 is set to open at Frankfurt Airport on 23 April. Part of the new buil-

ding is an expanded deportation centre. By 2027, twice as many deportations are expec-

ted to take place from there as previously from Frankfurt.

We must stand up against this! We will not stand alone. Against fear. Solidarity will win! 

On 30 May 2026, we will express our rejection of these inhumane and violent policies 

loud and clear. Deportations are the problem – not the solution!

Further information to follow – stay alert, resist!

Welcome United Rhein/Main” 
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12-14 JUNE IN JENA: „ENTGRENZT“ (DEBORDERED) - FIRST MIGRATION LAW CON-
FERENCE

„Borders are drawn, borders are 

made – in life and in law. Migrati-

on means crossing these borders, 

questioning them and dissolving 

them. Law also means setting li-

mits on the state's claim to power. Not only people, but also authorities and courts cross 

borders. External borders are becoming higher, and the plans for the Common European 

Asylum System (CEAS) do not bode well.

We need answers. And we need to take a stand. All of us.

From 12 to 14 June 2026 (just in time for the launch of GEAS), the long-overdue Migrati-

on Law Days will take place in Jena for the first time. Together with you, we want to dare 

to break down the boundaries of our present and future. We will discuss where rules are 

being overturned, how interpretation is opening up new paths, and where society and 

the law collide. Going beyond familiar legal formats, this is about more than just para-

graphs. We will talk about the social and cultural dimensions of the blurring of boundari-

es between law, society and the future.

Controversial, courageous, inspiring. Let's go to Jena!“

CONTACT: JENA2026@RAV.DE 

ORGANIZED BY RAV E.V.“

12–14 JUNE IN OFFENBACH: RIGHT TO THE CITY FORUM

“Who actually owns the city? Who 

can still afford to live here? Who 

gets to decide on the city, public 

spaces and everyday life together? 

Which perspectives are visible and 

which remain hidden? How can we 

join forces and change this to-

gether? How can we broaden our 

understanding of the right to the city to become more numerous, stronger and more di-

verse, and to win new battles? We want to discuss these and other questions and tackle 

them in a practical way from 12–14 June 2026 in Offenbach at the Right to the City Fo-

rum, together with initiatives and interested parties…”

CONTACT: INFO@RECHTAUFSTADT-FORUM.DE 

17–19 JUNE IN HAMBURG: YOUTH WITHOUT BORDERS AT THE CONFERENCE OF IN-
TERIOR MINISTERS

“…from 17–19 June 2026, the interior ministers will meet for the IMK in 

Hamburg. As we do every year, we – Youth without Borders – 

are organising a counter-conference for refugee children and young people, featuring a 

variety of protest actions, press work and a festive gala evening….”

HTTPS://JOGSPACE.NET/ 
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4 JULY IN ERFURT: RESISTING THE 
AFD PARTY CONFERENCE

The AfD has announced its next federal 

party conference in Erfurt on 4 and 5 

July. We want to make our own rebel-

lious and resistant contribution to kee-

ping the AfD out of power. The focus 

will be on actions against this AfD federal party conference. At a large conference from 

10 to 12 April 2026, we want to plan strategies and actions for 2026 together….

MORE INFORMATION (IN GERMAN): 

HTTPS://WIDERSETZEN.COM/VORBEREITUNG/AKTIONSKONFERENZ-ERFURT/ 

4 TO 8 AUGUST IN COTONOU, BENIN: WORLD SOCIAL FORUM

In August 2026, the World Social Forum will 

take place in Cotonou. Several migration-

related transnational networks have begun 

discussing what joint participation could 

look like…

GENERAL INFORMATION HERE: 

HTTPS://FSM2026BENIN.ORG/?LANG=EN 
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